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SUBJECT: SECRETARY VANCE INFORMS SOMALI AMBASSADOR OF 
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SPECIAL EMISSARY TO PRESIDENT SIAD 

1 . THE SECRETARY RECEIVED AMBASSADOR ADDOU ON MARCH 14 AT 
THE LATTER'S REQUEST. ADDOU INFORMED THE SECRETARY THAT 
FOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH THE DEPUTY SECRETARY ON 
FEBRUARY 23, HE FLEW TO TRIPOLI WHERE HE MET PRESIDENT 
SIAD AND TOLD HIM OF THE USG OFFER TO INITIATE ACTION 
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WITH THE CONGRESS TO OBTAIN AUTHORIZATION FOR TRANSFER OF 
DEFENSIVE ARMS, IF SOMALIA WOULD WITHDRAW ITS FORCES FROM 
THE OGADEN. AFTER CONSIDERING A SOVIET OFFER WHICH 
PROVIDED FOR AUTONOMY FOR THE OGADEN AND A REESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE OLD SOVIET-SOMALI RELATIONSHIP, THE SOMALI GOVERN- 
MENT ACCEPTED THE US PROPOSAL. THE SOMALIS HAD NOW 
IMPLEMENTED THEIR WITHDRAWAL. HOWEVER, THERE WERE STILL 
PEOPLE IN THE GSDR WHO QUESTIONED THE DECISION TO ACCEPT 
THE US PROPOSAL. IN THIS DELICATE SITUATION, PRESIDENT 
SIAD HAD ASKED AMBASSADOR ADDOU TO OBTAIN THE SECRETARY'S 
REASSURANCES CONCERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE US SIDE 
OF THE UNDERSTANDING. 

2. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT WE HAD INFORMATION INDICATING 
THAT ALL SOMALI REGULAR UNITS WERE OUT OF THE OGADEN 
EXCEPT FOR SOME IN THE SOUTH. WE WERE PLEASED TO SEE THE 

WITHDRAWAL GO FORWARD PROMPTELY. THE SECRETARY UNDERSTOOD 
HOW THERE MIGHT BE QUESTIONS IN MOGADISCIO. HE HAD 
TALKED TO PRESIDENT CARTER THE DAY BEFORE AND HE ASSURED 
AMBASSADOR ADDOU THAT THE USG WOULD KEEP ITS PROMISES. 
PRESIDENT CARTER HAD DECIDED TO SEND ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
MOOSE AS A SPECIAL EMISSARY TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT SIAD 
AND TO DISCUSS IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNDERSTANDING. THE 
SECRETARY UNDERSTOOD THE AMBASSADOR WAS RETURNING ON 
CONSULTATIONS SO HE COULD INFORM PRESIDENT SIAD OF OUR 
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DESIRE TO SEND A SPECIAL EMISSARY. AMBASSADOR ADDOU ASKED 
THAT WE ALSO PASS THE MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT SIAD THROUGH 
AMBASSADOR LOUGHRAN. 

3. BECAUSE MR. MOOSE HOPED TO LEAVE WASHINGTON THE 
EVENING OF MARCH 16 AND MEET WITH PRESIDENT SIAD AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE, IT WAS DECIDED THAT HE WOULD TAKE A MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT FROM ROME ON FRIDAY TO BE IN MOGADISCIO FOR TALKS 
ON SATURDAY. SINCE IT APPEARED IMPOSSIBLE FOR AMBASSADOR 
ADDOU TO ARRIVE IN MOGADISCIO IN TIME FOR THE TALKS BY 
COMMERCIAL MEANS, THE AMBASSADOR ACCEPTED THE SECRETARY'S 

SUGGESTION THAT HE JOIN MR. MOOSE ON THE FLIGHT FROM ROME. 
VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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